
Know the difference! 

;

semicolon
Serves as a period or a moment to 

pause while reading or writing; 
Connects ideas 

:

colon
Introduces ideas, lists, or quotes



Semicolon Rule #1: compound sentence
Use a semicolon between two independent clauses 
- second clause must have a strong connection to the first
 or
- the clauses are equally important

ex: 
Julie loves to shop ; she hits the department stores once a week. 
(subj) (verb)       (subj) (verb)
Write your own example - sentence should be about yourself. 

Use IC; IC equation.

Independent clause  + ; + Independent clause



cont. Semicolon Rule #1
Often, semicolons are followed by either a 
transitional expression or word or a conjunctive 
adverb followed by a comma. 
    Independent clause ; conjunctive adverb, independent clause

Ex:
We love to eat apples; however, we prefer pears 
when they are in season. 



Conjunctive Adverbs 
often used after a semicolon (and followed by a comma) 

however conversely moreover
also indeed next
besides furthermore subsequently
otherwise certainly thus
therefore likewise consequently
finally meanwhile then 
Write your own example - sentence should be about yourself. 

Use IC; ca, IC equation.
Ms. R likes to watch football; meanwhile, her husband likes to watch basketball. 



Semicolons Rule #2
Use a semicolon to separate complex items in a 
series. That is, when items already have commas in 
them, use semicolons to separate the items. 

Ex: Last year, Dolly went to Honolulu, Hawaii; Mallorca, Spain; 
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico; and Florence, Italy. 
*if there were just city names you would only use commas

Write your own example - sentence should be about where you have 
traveled to or where you want to travel to. 

Item 1, with internal punctuation; item 2, with internal 
punctuation; and item 3, with internal punctuation. 



When not to use a semicolon:
● after the phrases especially or such as
● after a coordinating conjunction (FANBOYS)
● before the words because or since if they are 

beginning a subordinate clause at the end of a 
sentence

● before a list of words or items after an 
independent clause (use a colon)



Practice - add semicolons where they belong & number 
the rule the sentence follows...

1. We knew that it was early we decided to head out anyway.

2. Several faculty members attended the meeting, including 
Sandy Johanson, Professor of Philosophy Jennifer Hoene, 
Professor of English and Frank Wilson, Professor of 
Mathematics. 

3. I love scary movies watching them late at night is the best.



Practice - add semicolons where they belong & number 
the rule the sentence follows...
1. We knew that it was early; we decided to head out anyway.
 *Rule #1 : separating independent clauses

2. Several faculty members attended the meeting, including 
Sandy Johanson, Professor of Philosophy; Jennifer Hoene, 
Professor of English; and Frank Wilson, Professor of 
Mathematics. 

*Rule #2  : items in a series with internal punctuation

3. I love scary movies; watching them late at night is the best.
*Rule #1 : independent clauses w/ transition words followed by a comma



More Practice w/ semicolons:
Add, delete, or change a semicolon to a comma if need be

1. The marriage was beautiful; the ceremony went perfectly.

2. The bride cried during the ceremony; because she was so 

happy. 

3. The cake was delicious; and the music was lovely. 



More Practice w/ semicolons:
Add, delete, or change a semicolon to a comma if need be

1.The marriage was beautiful; the ceremony went 
perfectly. *keep  - separating 2 independent clauses

2.The bride cried during the ceremony; because she 
was so happy. *delete - don’t use before because

3.The cake was delicious; and the music was lovely.
*delete and replace with a comma - can’t come before 

FANBOYS! 



IC  + ; + IC

IC ; conjunctive adverb, IC

Item 1, with internal punctuation; item 2, with internal 
punctuation; and item 3, with internal punctuation. 

Semicolon Usage in short details ...


